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I am delighted to introduce our programme of concerts and organ recitals 

for 2024. Buckfast Abbey is a glorious place to make music, and I am inspired 

on a daily basis by the beauty and sanctity of this monastic church, located 

at the centre of a picturesque valley on the edge of Dartmoor National Park. 

Music is fundamental to the life of the Abbey, whether it be Gregorian Chant 

sung by the Monastic Community at the Daily Office, or choral music sung by 
the Abbey Choir at Solemn Mass & Vespers. Our concert series reflects the 
Church’s tradition of sacred music, which has resounded within these walls 
ever since pioneering French monks re-founded the Abbey in 1882.

Following the success of their sell-out performance of Bach’s Mass in B 

minor last year, I am delighted that the University of Exeter Chapel Choir 

returns to us with the St John Passion during Lent 2024. Alongside their ever-

popular Christmas concert, which will this year feature Benjamin Britten’s 
Ceremony of Carols, the Abbey Choir will give two further concert 

performances this season: Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem on All Souls’ Day, 
when the choir will be joined by the Southern Sinfonia, and a sequence of 

music in honour of the Solemnity of Corpus Christi in June, including the 

world premiere of a new Mass setting by Martin Baker.

Our Ruffatti organ continues to attract some of the world’s finest recitalists, 
and it gives me great pleasure to add Jeremy Filsell (Saint Thomas Church, 

Fifth Avenue, New York City), Loreto Aramendi (Basílica Santa María del 
Coro, San Sebastián) and Simon Johnson (Westminster Cathedral) to our 
roster this year. In October, the Abbey’s new Organist, Charles Maxtone-
Smith, makes his recital debut here.

Whether you attend a service, concert, or organ recital, we look forward to 
welcoming you, and hope that you will enjoy the splendid array of sacred 

music we have on offer during 2024. 

Matthew Searles
Master of the Music

Welcome
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Saturday 24th February, 19:30

Saturday 9th March, 19:30

Saturday 23rd March, 19:30

Saturday 4th May, 19:30

Saturday 6th April, 19:30

Monday 6th May, 13:30

Saturday 18th May, 19:30

Monday 27th May, 13:30

Saturday 1st June, 19:30

Saturday 22nd June, 19:30

Saturday 29th June, 19:30

Saturday 6th July, 19:30

Saturday 13th July, 19:30

Monday 26th August, 13:30

Saturday 21st September, 19:30

Saturday 5th October, 19:30

Saturday 30th November, 16:30

Saturday 14th December, 19:30

Saturday 21st December, 15:00

Dartington Community Choir & Workshop Singers

Exeter Chamber Choir

University of Exeter Chapel Choir & Orchestra

Collati Singers

Brent Singers

Alvington Singers

The Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Torbay Singers

Brent Singers

West Devon Chorale

The Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Vivaldi: Gloria

Faith, hope and love

Bach: St John Passion

Rutter: Magni�cat

Fauré: Requiem

Bank Holiday Organ Recital: Andrew Reid

Toward the unknown region

Bank Holiday Organ Recital: Iain Simcock

O sacrum convivium!

Grand-Orgue Recital: Jeremy Filsell

Missa Salve regina

Coronation Anthems

Grand-Orgue Recital: Simon Johnson

Bank Holiday Organ Recital: Alexander F�nch

Grand-Orgue Recital: Loreto Aramendi

Messe brève

Come & Sing Advent Carol Service

A Ceremony of Carols

Festival Carol Service

18Saturday 19th October, 19:30

Collati Singers

Poulenc: Gloria

19Saturday 2nd November, 19:30

The Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Duru�é: Requiem

20Saturday 16th November, 19:30

South West Chamber Choir
Before the ending of the day

Exeter Chamber Choir

O magnum mysterium Saturday 7th December, 19:30 22

18Saturday 12th October, 19:30Grand-Orgue Recital: Charles Maxtone-Smith



The wonderfully sunny Gloria is characteristic of all 

of Vivaldi’s music, giving it an immediate and 
universal appeal to singers and audiences alike. 
Dartington Community Choir pairs this with 
excerpts from Byrd’s Mass for four voices.

Dartington Community Choir & Workshop Singers

Tori Longdon director   Robert Pecksmith organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Vivaldi: Gloria
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A programme of music suited to Lent from Bach’s 
Jesu, meine Freude to Barber’s Agnus Dei, via 
Purcell, Lotti, Duruflé, Messiaen and Walton, 
including music for solo cello.

Exeter Chamber Choir

Andrew Daldorph director

Hilary Boxer cello

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Faith, hope and love
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Following on from the success of their Mass in B 

minor in 2023, the University of Exeter Chapel Choir 
presents one of the most evocative settings of the 
Passion of Christ in anticipation of Holy Week. 
Accompanied by the Devon Collective, the choir 
proudly showcases the talent of the students of 

Exeter with arias sung from within their ranks.

University of Exeter Chapel Choir

Devon Collective

Michael Graham director

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert 

Bach: St John Passion
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                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.
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Former Sub-Organist of Westminster Abbey, Andrew 
Reid’s exciting programme includes music based on 
dance rhythms. Given the provenance of the Abbey 
organ, it is also fitting that a work by the Italian 
composer Domenico Zipoli will be performed, and 
the recital concludes with Franck’s exuberant Final. 

Andrew Reid organ

Admission free
Admission free, retiring collection.

Time: 13:30

Type: Organ Recital

Bank Holiday Organ Recital: 
Andrew Reid

Marking the centenary of Fauré’s death, Brent 
Singers performs his atmospheric Requiem 

alongside Vaughan Williams’ setting of George 
Herbert’s 1633 collection of sacred poetry, the 

Five mystical songs.

Brent Singers

Matthew Searles director Harriet Pecksmith soprano

David Davies organ  Michael Graham baritone

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Fauré: Requiem
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Rutter’s exuberant setting of the Magnificat is at the 

heart of Collati’s spring concert, complemented by 
Bach’s motet Singet dem Herrn. James MacMillan’s 
unaccompanied Missa brevis opens the programme. 

Collati Singers

Trefor Farrow director

Peter King organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Rutter: Magni�cat
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                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.
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Alvington Singers performs an eclectic 
programme featuring the title piece Toward the 

Unknown Region by Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

Alvington Singers

Harriet Oakley director

Robert Pecksmith organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Toward the unknown region
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Bank Holiday Organ Recital: 
Iain Simcock
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Iain Simcock’s distinguished career has 
established his name on the world stage. In 
addition to performing works by Bach and Vierne, 
his programme will feature Les chants de oiseaux 

from Messiaen’s seminal organ work, Livre d’orgue.

Iain Simcock organ

Admission free
Admission free, retiring collection.

Time: 13:30

Type: Organ Recital

1110

AD FONTES
�e record label founded by Buckfast Abbey dedicated 

to presenting recordings of the �nest sacred music.

available now from the Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre,

www.adfontes.org.uk, and

home to recordings of beautiful Catholic 

music including GREGORIAN CHANT and 

RENAISSANCE POLYPHONY together with 

the �nest ORGAN MUSIC

performed by Westminster Cathedral Choir, the Choir 

of Buckfast Abbey and the Choir of Royal Holloway, 

alongside organists Martin Baker, Peter Stevens,

Richard Lea, Ben Bloor and Matthew Martin...



On the eve of the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, the 
Abbey Choir gives a concert of music associated 
with the feast of the Blessed Sacrament. Including 
polyphony by Byrd, Rebelo and Guerrero, the 
programme also features several Gregorian chants 
and the world premiere of Martin Baker’s Missa O 

sacrum convivium, commissioned for the choir.

�e Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Matthew Searles director

Charles Maxtone-Smith organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

O sacrum convivium!
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Grand-Orgue Recital: 
Jeremy Filsell

S
a

tu
rd

a
y

 2
2nd J

u
n

e

Jeremy Filsell’s musical eminence as a pianist and 
organist is attested by his having forged an illustrious 
career on both sides of the Atlantic. Currently 
Organist & Director of Music at Saint Thomas Church, 
Fifth Avenue, New York City, his reputation, 
particularly as an exponent of the organ 
compositions of Marcel Dupré, goes before him. In 
addition to featuring works by Leighton and Dupré, 
Jeremy will perform two seldom-heard pieces by the 
visionary American composer Calvin Hampton, 
Prayers & Alleluias and the Concerto for Solo Organ.

Jeremy Filsell organ

Tickets £10 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Organ Recital

                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.
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Torbay Singers performs Langlais’s dramatic Missa 

Salve regina for choir, organ and brass. Their 
programme also features music by Hassler and 
organ solos which continue the French theme.

Torbay Singers

Matt Cann director

David Davies organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Missa Salve regina
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Brent Singers performs Handel’s Coronation 

Anthems and Mozart’s Coronation Mass in the 

glorious acoustic of Buckfast Abbey.

Brent Singers

Matthew Searles director

David Davies organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Coronation Anthems

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert
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Grand-Orgue Recital: 
Simon Johnson
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Master of Music at Westminster Cathedral, Simon 
Johnson, presents a programme illustrating the 
breadth of French organ music, together with some 
works by Bach that show the great master’s debt to 
Gallic musical influences. One of the most versatile 
musicians of his generation, Simon’s programme also 
includes Franck’s Premier Choral and concludes with 

Duruflé’s exquisite Prélude et fugue sur le nom d’Alain. 

Simon Johnson organ

Tickets £10 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first come, 

first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Organ Recital

Simon Johnson
organ

                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.

1514



Bank Holiday Organ Recital: 
Alexander F�nch

M
o

n
d

a
y

 2
6
th 

A
u

g
u

st

Demonstrating how the organ has often lent itself to 
giving vivid accounts of orchestral music, Alexander 
Ffinch’s programme includes the movement Jupiter 

from Holst’s much-loved suite The Planets. 
Complementing this is a contemporary work, The 

Dancing Pipes, by acclaimed opera composer 
Jonathan Dove, a musical tableau that takes the 
narrative of the martyrdom of St Laurence in the third 
century as its principal inspiration. 

Alexander Ffinch organ

Admission free
Admission free, retiring collection.

Time: 13:30

Type: Organ Recital

Grand-Orgue Recital: 
Loreto Aramendi

International virtuoso Loreto Aramendi performs  
works by Liszt, Saint-Saëns, Fauré, Franck and 
Tournemire. With an impressive background as a 
recording artist, harpsichordist and pianist, Loreto is 
currently a conservatoire professor in San Sebastián. 

Loreto Aramendi organ

Tickets £10 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Organ Recital

Loreto Aramendi
organ

S
a

tu
rd

a
y

 2
1st S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r
S

a
tu

rd
a

y
 5th O

cto
b

e
r

West Devon Chorale returns to Buckfast with an 
eclectic programme including Yves Castagnet’s 
scintillating Messe brève.

West Devon Chorale

Michael Graham director

David Davies organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Messe brève

1716
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Collati Singers performs Palestrina’s Missa Ascendo 

ad Patrem meum and Poulenc’s celebrated setting 
of the Gloria. The concert also includes Jonathan 
Dove’s short, sparkling anthem They will rise.

Collati Singers

Trefor Farrow director

Peter King organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Poulenc: Gloria
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On the day when the Church marks the 
commemoration of the faithful departed, the 

Abbey Choir is joined by the Southern Sinfonia 

for a performance of Duruflé’s Requiem. Duruflé 
himself gave the premiere of Poulenc’s Organ 

Concerto, which features in the first half alongside 
Requiem æternam (Pavane pour une infante défunte) 

by Maurice Ravel and Duruflé’s Quatre motets sur des 

thèmes grégoriens.

�e Choir of Buckfast Abbey       Matthew Searles director

Southern Sinfonia       Charles Maxtone-Smith organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Duru�é: Requiem
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                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.

In his inaugural recital, Charles Maxtone-Smith 
plays Baroque and 20th century works including 
Franz Liszt’s Fantasy and Fugue on the chorale “Ad 

nos, ad salutarem undam”.

Charles Maxtone-Smith organ

Tickets £10 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Organ Recital

Grand-Orgue Recital: 
Charles Maxtone-Smith

1918



South West Chamber Choir performs a programme 
on the theme of eventide, the losing of those we 
love and our own closing years, with choral works 
from Tomkins and Boyce to Elgar and Howells. 

South West Chamber Choir

Stephen Trahair director

Robert Pecksmith organ

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

Before the ending of the day
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Come & Sing 
Advent Carol Service

S
a

tu
rd

a
y

 3
0
th 

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

A ʻcome and sing’ Carol Service on the eve of Advent 
Sunday, including popular hymns and carols in 
preparation for the celebration of Christ’s Nativity. 
For more details of how to sign up as a singer, visit 
our website.

Matthew Searles director

Charles Maxtone-Smith organ

Admission free
Admission free, retiring collection.

Time: 16:30

Type: Service

2120



Reflecting on and celebrating the approach of 
Christmas, the voices of Exeter Chamber Choir are 
swelled by the glorious sound of brass in carols 
and seasonal music across the ages.

Exeter Chamber Choir

Andrew Daldorph director

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers. 

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

O magnum mysterium
S

a
tu

rd
a

y
 7
th 

D
e

ce
m

b
e

r

Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols was written 

in 1942 during a sea voyage from the United States 

to England. The Abbey Choir performs this much-
loved festive work, together with 20th and 21st 
Century Anglo-American carols by James Burton, 
Matthew Martin and John Rutter.

�e Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Matthew Searles director

Cecily Beer harp

Tickets £15 
Tickets are available from www.buckfast.org.uk/events or from the 

Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. Seating is unreserved and on a first 

come, first served basis. Doors open at approximately 19:00, 

following the conclusion of Monastic Vespers.

Time: 19:30

Type: Concert

A Ceremony of Carols
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                    Did you know 
                that you can dine
              before any evening
        concert at the restaurant
    at Northgate House or at our
       pizzeria, San Benedetto’s?
                 See pages 25–27
                       for details.
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In the final days of our Advent journey, Buckfast 
Abbey presents a sequence of readings, traditional 
Christmas carols and choral music sung by the 
Abbey Choir.

�e Choir of Buckfast Abbey

Matthew Searles director

Charles Maxtone-Smith organ

Admission free
Admission free, retiring collection. This service is very popular. 

Seating is unreserved and on a first come, first served basis. 

Doors open at 14:00.

Time: 15:00

Type: Service

Festival Carol Service
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Discover the perfect pre-concert dining experience 

at Northgate House Hotel’s restaurant, open 
evenings Tuesday through to Saturday, with 

pre-concert tables available. Dine in an elegant 
ambiance while savouring seasonal menus showcasing 
locally sourced ingredients, including produce from 
the Abbey’s gardens. Enjoy a 10% discount on food 

by presenting your concert tickets. Advance booking is 
essential. Visit our website for the latest menu:

www.buckfast.org.uk/northgate-hotel



Tickets

Concert tickets are available online from www.buckfast.org.uk/events 

and from the Abbey Visitor Welcome Centre. There may be some remaining 
tickets available on the door, but we strongly advise booking in advance to 

guarantee entry.

Pre-concert meals & drinks

Dining before a concert at the Abbey has never been easier! Before every 

evening concert, meals are available at the restaurant at Northgate House, 

the Abbey’s on-site hotel, or our pizzeria, San Benedetto’s. Drinks are also 

available in the bar at Northgate. Advance booking for all meals is essential. 

The latest menu is available at www.buckfast.org.uk/northgate-hotel. On 

presentation of their concert tickets, members of the audience dining before 

a concert at Northgate House will receive a 10% discount on their food. 

Accommodation

Accommodation is available in Northgate House and a 10% discount is 

available for concert-goers staying overnight on the evening of a concert.  

To book, call  01364 645630.

More information
For more information about music at the Abbey find us on 
Facebook/MusicatBuckfastAbbey

and X @MusicatBuckfastAbbey

or visit our website: www.buckfast.org.uk/music

Facilities and
booking information

  

2726

Indulge in Italian flavours at our nearby pizzeria, 
just a 5-minute walk from the abbey—perfect for a 
delectable pre-concert meal!

Booking is essential: 01364 645600



Buckfast Abbey
Devon, TQ11 0EE

01364 645640
www.buckfast.org.uk

Buckfast Abbey Trust Registered Charity number 232497

Buckfast Abbey
Devon, TQ11 0EE

01364 645640
www.buckfast.org.uk

Buckfast Abbey Trust Registered Charity number 232497


