The Abbey Parish Messenger

27t September, 2026 26 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A  H &S p. 410 CTS p. 782

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish.
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel: Saturdays 11 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

Liturgical Calendar:

Monday Feria
Tuesday | St. Michael & All Angels
Wednesday St. Jerome
Thursday St. Thérese of Lisieux
Friday Feria
Saturday Our Lady on Saturday

“Oremus pro invicem”
Please pray for those who are sick:
Kathy Smith Pauline Roberts
Brigid Woodhead

If you or someone you know would like to be included
here, please contact Fr. Francis

Angela Mollet asks you to contact her if you
would be willing to help with flower arranging
in the Abbey for Christmas. “No great
experience necessary.”

Find out more over coffee on Thursday 8th
October at 1030am in Buckfast's Grange
Restaurant.

Please contact : gelimollet@btinternet.com
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Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time:

Tony Turner; Mary Yates, S. M. Bolsoni; Abigail Walsh;
Herbert Robinson,; Charles Hitchcock; Maude Barry, Edith Phillips;
Sr. Alice McConville; Don Reynolds, Sr. Mary Bridget OSsS;
Martin Gompertz, Mary Knapp, Abbess Placidus Watson OSB;
Dom Denys Matthieu, Kevin Daly; Maggie Wolff-Ingham;
Margaret McAvoy, Ellen Rose; Mary Duggan, Francejek Piotrowski;
Dom Benedict Hauff; Mary Burke;

May they rest in peace

Last weekend'’s collections Gift S.0. Card
Aided Reader
Abbey 9 a.m. £82.00 £66.00
Abbey 11 a.m. £355.82 £8.08 | £134.00
Buckfastleigh Saturday 5 p.m. £15.00 | £30.00 | £38.85
Ashburton 10:30am £23.20 | £565.00 | £6.92
South Brent 9 a.m. £70.70 | £20.00 | £5.77
Added value through gift aid £26.25 | £14.90 | £50.00
14 October 1-5 p.m. Caritas: Home Mission Sunday
Faith in Action Against Abbey 9 a.m. £39.00
Modern Slavery, Plymouth Abbey 11 a.m.
Methodist Free, book Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £30.60
https://tinyurl.com/36hftacx Ashburton 10:30 a.m. £32.00
17 October: Catechists Fair South Brent £96.40
at Buckfast Abbey

The Good Book

A gentle meander through the Bible intended
to help us to see the wood for the trees.
20-30 minutes of input followed by a short time
for reflection and a discussion over a cuppa
and a chocolate biscuit.

Parish Meeting Rooms
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash

Marriage Help - Communication failure is
a major cause of marital breakdown -
1,000's of couples have found
Retrouvaille helped their relationship.
Retrouvaille is not counselling but a
programme to help married couples work
through conflicts more effectively. We
focus on helping restore trust and hope.
Bookings close 18th Sept.

www.Retrouvaille.org.uk
+44 7887 296 983

CAFOD describes its work:

Every single day, through no fault of their own, families around the world
struggle to access clean water for drinking and washing; are forced to flee
their homes because of violent conflict; are unable to grow sufficient food.
We work hand in hand with farmers finding new ways to grow food.

We support water engineers finding ways to ensure their communities
have enough to drink.

We stand with expert emergency workers braving conflict to get help to
their communities, and parents doing whatever they have to to keep their
children safe.

We work alongside peace builders and social workers, healing wounds
that are more than skin deep.

We raise our voices in unison with brave activists, speaking out against
corruption, injustice and the abuse of our common home, the earth.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with ordinary people fighting to defend
their rights and their freedom — to food, to fair pay, to life without
discrimination.

Harvest Fast Day on Friday 2" October is an opportunity for you to
support our work, putting your faith into action by praying, fasting and
giving to support your neighbours.

There will be a second collection for CAFOD at the Sunday Masses on

3rd/4th October

just one world
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As the Pope arrives in France, French academic Dr. Alexandra Maclennan describes the Church in France today.
“Something is happening at the moment, and it's very exciting. For those who thought that it was curtains on the
Catholic Church, it's not the case at all. Because the number of adult baptisms has more than tripled since 2022.
13,234 adults are expected to be baptized in 2026, compared with 4,278 in 2022.

So we can’t say that it is just catching up after Covid. It's something else and something new because it has been
rising exponentially since that phenomenon, and that took everybody by surprise. And where we had one occasional
adult baptism on the Easter Vigil, we now have 25.

It's a tangible expression of a nationwide spiritual desire. But in my diocese, and no doubt in others too, the priests of
working age and sound health are at the moment overstretched to meet that demand, and the parish mergers have
not helped, placing huge parishes in the hands of diminishing numbers of devoted but overworked pastors.

The seminaries are starting to fill up again. So we need to think twice about closing down.

The faithful are carried by the new popularity of Pope Leo that goes beyond Catholic believers. The calmly powerful
and clear way in which he has addressed world leaders has won the admiration of society as a whole. | believe that in
this general atmosphere being Catholic carries a whole new set of meanings, associations and images, and it is
tremendously uplifting.

The Catholic Church in France at the moment, | believe, is at a watershed. Something new is happening. It has felt
like a vessel that has been rocked in the storm and my hope is that it finds new creative inspiration with the visit of
Pope Leo for a future of unity and healing at all levels, lay and also clerical, as it addresses the challenges of the parish
mergers and the synodal pathway.” Full article: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

Two schools run by the Franciscan friars of the Custody of the Holy Land have been inaugaurated in Syria’s Idlib
governorate.

Two schools have been reopened in the Syrian Christian villages of Knaye and Yacoubieh, after nearly six decades of
closure.

"The Franciscan friars in northern Syria, within the Orontes mission, have always opened schools and taken charge of
education in the villages. The friars originally opened that school back in 1958, but it was taken from us in 1972,"
Father Khukaz Mesrob, parish priest of Knaye, commented.

"When the military withdrew from the area, the school was used as a shelter for a decade," Father Mesrob explains.
Having returned to his homeland to serve his village, he decided he wanted to spark ‘a ray of hope’ among the locals.
"We asked ourselves, 'Why not start restoring these buildings?".

A year later, following the fall of the Assad government, the remaining refugees finally moved out, allowing full-scale
renovation work on the educational facilities to kick into high gear.

. The full school cycle is now divided between the buildings in Yacoubieh—
which cater to children aged three to ten—and Knaye, which hosts students
from ten to seventeen. The project also generated vital employment
opportunities for local families and young people, with nearly a hundred
individuals hired across various trades, including electricians, carpenters,
artists, and general labourers.

Having a hundred people working means a hundred families secure a steady
. income, the priest notes—a crucial milestone during this delicate phase of
' 2 B & \ﬂ national reconstruction. "After the war," he adds, "young graduate teachers
Students arrive at the new school also returned to Syria. Today we have 25 active teachers covering everything
from English and mathematics to chemistry and biology, and they are all 'children of the villages' and Christians."
Full article: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

Bishop Nicholas reflected on his own
parents’ decades-long marriage in a homily
at the annual Mass for Marriage at
Plymouth Cathedral on 12 September

Marriage Matters Reflections on the Sunday readings:

Maintain a common purpose
Remember our courting days and the long, thrilling conversations we

2026.

Speaking to couples celebrating their
anniversaries, the bishop opened with a
reflection on Ein Karem, the hillside town
near Jerusalem where, according to the
Gospel of Luke, Mary visited Elizabeth
shortly after the Annunciation, going, as
Scripture puts it, “with haste into the hill
country”. He invited the couples to
recapture the same sense of expectation
they felt on the eve of their wedding — “the
‘how will it be?... ‘How will we be —

had about our future together. They were part of our falling in love and
of establishing a common purpose in married life. St Paul reminds us
of the mark of a Christian: “Be united in your convictions and your love,
with a common purpose and a common mind.”

toaether?"”

The Safeguarding Reps in this parish are:
Abbey Lesley Clark
Buckfastleigh | Mary Coates
Ashburton Deborah Fisher
South Brent Mary Waterman

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22)

A driver tucked this note under the windscreen wiper of his car: “I've circled
the block for 20 minutes. I'm late for an appointment and if | don’t park
here I'll lose my job. ‘Forgive us our trespasses.””

When he came back he found a parking ticket and this note: “I've circled the
block for 20 years, and if | don’t give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. “Lead us

not into temptation!””

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk

Safeguarding: Abbey: Andy Kings akings@buckfast.org.uk 01364 645577
Parish: safeguarding@prcdtr.org.uk 01364 645430
Survivor support: 0300 303 1056 SafeSpaces@Firstlight.org.uk
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